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numerous additions to the church were leted. LEFT: The new addition to Churchis

comp.

“It is an effort to try to accommodate the growth of the
church,” said the Rev. Phil Hazelton. “I am excited foa'thecon-
gregation to come in and see how the church has

Discussion about expansion began in 2002 when church offi-
cials noticed an increase in attendance. The congregation grew
from around 1,500 members to 2,100 members in 10 years and
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“[twastaxmgthatrttookanennreszdaymomg, Hazel-
ton said. “There were so many things we couldn’t do.”
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several were added that have showers to accommodate work-

Project funds also helped purchase new desks, chairs, tables
and toys, Hazelton said.
indb ing on the renovation took place Sept. 5, 2004.
Since then, the has been renting space from the
Worthington school district and meeting in the Thomas Wor-

thington High School auditorium.

Part of the increase could be attributed to the variety of com- “The school : has been very kind, very helpful and
munities that are represented in the congregation. While half are very generous,” Iton said. “They made it really easy and
from Worthington, the ‘half comes from Lewis Cen- homes and they were  we are very appreciative.”

ter, Powell, Dublin, Plain City, Westerville and Gahanna,
Hazelton said. The congregation also is relatively young. The
Iargmtageg;tnuplsmmbersmthmms,foﬂo“redbymem-
bers in their 20s.

“There are a lot of young couples with young children,”
Hazelton said.

Onoeadecmonwnsmadetoexpand,thcchurchhuedPeter
Krajnak of Rogers Krajnak Architects Inc. to take on the pro-
Ject. Hazelton said he was particularly happy with the the hiring
of Krajnak because he grew up in Worthington. In addition to

space limitations Krajnak faced, Hazelton said the church want- ds
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lished designs

“gﬁl:dhadtoworkwnhmﬂiefmtpnnt of the church,” Hazel-
ton

Tofmdﬂ:erenovauons,ﬂmechwchmustrmsem 1 million.
The church started the campaign in January 2003
andfonnedacapna] campaign committee to take on the pro-

* Hazelton said. The -

Hazelton said the church plans to buy gifts for the school as a
thank you for the kindness of its leaders,
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“We are aware of the significance of the date, but it was co-
incidence that completion was at the same time,” Hazelton said.
"Itwas_ljtugoneyearlawraﬂfrmgmmﬂmakmg,

Hazelton said he plans to in some the tragedy of
Sept. 11,2001, g

Despite the scheduled opening, the church renovations will
not be fully complete until several weeks later. Renovations of
the pews and organ should wrap up later next month.

The church congregation traces the origins of Presbyterians
in Worthington to 1805. The current church has been on the
northwest Village Green site since 1830. The oldest part of the
current was built in 1926. Additions were made in the

19506 and 901

“This church has a long history,” Hazelton said. “Tt is a good

congregation, very generous. It is not a congregation that has a
lotofspalsmdfighls It is very healthy.”
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